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survey briefly three poets independent enough to
stand by their own moods and techniques. Many
young writers attracted to Auden, Day Lewis and
Spender by their political leanings found themselves
left in the lurch when the triumvirate broke up
and developed other interests. But Mr Louis
MacNeice shared the liberal humanitarianism which
was the real inspiration of the movement; Mr Rex
Warner, one of the original inner circle, obviously
regarded poetry as an expression of his private
interests ; and Mr Julian Symons was not a
follower of Auden's ideas but reveals the dilemma
of the liberal mind when it lacked the faith in
humanity that sustained these others through
disillusionment, war and maturity.

In Mr MacNeice's Poems (1935) we find an acute
observation and sympathy with the dispossessed
mingled with " The hard cold fire of the northerner "
(he is from Belfast), moods of ironic detachment
alternating with studies in irresponsibility which
suggest a desire to turn the blind eye on current
problems, to " escape with my dog, on the far side
of the Fair." He sees the evils of introspective
analysis when in his Ode for his future son he
writes

Therefore, let not my son, halving the truth
Be caught between jagged edges ;
And let him not falsify the world
_By taking it to pieces *"

^tlreTnamage of Cause and Effect, Form and Content,
__ Let him not put asunder*         ~- -

He can catch the bright moment and write witty